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From: Hubner, Matt
To: Tillman, Michael
Subject: Coffee Creek & Mossy Lake docs
Date: Thursday, March 28, 2013 3:26:00 PM
Attachments: Exemption approval letter to ADPCE CC 8.14.1980.pdf


EPA Comments to ADPCE 1.11.1985.pdf
CC ML Approval Letter 4.26.1988.pdf
Standards approval letter including CC and ML 1.28.1985.pdf
CC ML Summary 4.20.2000.pdf


Mike,
 
Here’s some of the GP docs.  I scanned the actual UAA, but the file is too large to send.  Anyway, in
my last review, I never found any statement by us that we acknowledged Coffee Creek as being part
of their treatment.  In fact, the 2000 summary I’ve attached mentions a 1977 letter (that I have yet
to locate and scan) which states that we did and do consider CC & ML as waters of the US and not
part of their treatment.
 
Matt
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DATE 



UN ITED ~ -ATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION~ NCY 



'ir . Jarrell f. Southall, l)ir~ctor 
Arkansas Department of Pollution 



Control & Ecoloqy 
8101 ~ational Drive 
little Rock, Arkansas 72219 



Dear Mr . Southall: 



~Je have conpleted our revieW of the anendments tC' the 1\rkansas ~~ater Oualitv 
Standards subnitted with your letter of '-iay 12, 1J0 n. The rPvisions have 
been reviewed in accordance with Section 103(c) of Public La\'/ gr._?17, the 
Clean Water Act of 1977. I believe that these chanqes rPprPsent a siqnificant 
step forward in protectinq and enhancinq the quality of the waters of the 
StatP of Arkansas in an environmentally prudent nanner. 



This letter s~~~arizes our actions on each chanqe submitted . 



1. ExeMption of Coffee Creek from all the ArY.ansas later Qualitv 
Criteria excPpt: 



A. flui sances 
B. Taste and Odor 
c. Solids, Floatinq t1atcrials, ani Deposits 
~ . Toxic SubstancPs 



This chanf}e is fullv approved . Thr> OepartrnPnt o-F Poll'ltio'1 Control should h 
aware that this AXernption must be rf'vie\•Jerl at lPast triennially for possible 
upqrafe . 



2. Toxic Substances Criteria - The critPria for the followinq toxic 
substances are approved: 



A. 
n. 
c. 
o. 
F. 
F. 



Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PC3 ' s) 
Aldrin/Dieldrin 
DflT 
Endrin 
Benzidine 
C:hlordane 



E-3o 
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In the case of toxaphene, we are approving the 0.05 ug/1 criterion as an 
interim standard. A criterion of o.on5 ug/1 must be addressed as a limit 
at the next comprehensive water quality standards revision hearing, which 
should be scheduled no later than September 1981. 



This approval is contingent upon the note at the bottom of Attachment III being 
deleted before final printing. 



3. Intern1ttent Stream Policy and Implementation Procedures -



This add 1 t ion to the Arkansas \4a ter Qua 11 ty Standards is approved. 
If you desire, your agency may utilize United States Geological 
Survey quad maps to make the hydrologic determination of inter­
mittent stream segments 1n lfeu of the MHethodology for Determina­
tion of Intermittent Stream Segments." Use of the quad mars may 
result in a resource saving to your agency. However, all other 
provisions of the Implementation Procedttres must be met 1n order 
for the policy to apply to an intermittent stream. 



I appreciate the efforts you have made in revising the Arkansas ~later Quality 
Standards. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 



Sincerely yours, 
jsj 



Uyron 0. Knudson 
Director, Water Dfvfsion (6AW) 



cc: Honorable Bill Clinton 
Governor of Arkansas 



Billy Free 
Cha1man, State Policy Advisory Cormtittee 



Carl Yates 
Chairman, \~ater Quality Standards Subcor.tnittee 



Garland Moore v 
Uatfonal Park Service 



Kenneth E. Black 
u.s. Ffsh & Wildlife Service 



Lawrence M. Whitfield 
U.S. Forest Service 



Hajor General Robert C. ~1arshall ./ 
U.S. Arrny Corps of Eng1 neers 



Brig. General James C. Donovan v 
u.s. Aney Corps of Eng1 neers 
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Rolland B. Handley v 
Her1tage Cons~rvation ~ Recreation Service 



nav1d Frederick 
u.s. Fish & Wildlife Service 



National Resources Defense Council. Inc. 



bee: F. Phillips (J. Accardi), 6AA 
D. Dutton, 6AW (J. Stiebing), 6AE 
•1. Smiley {t·1. Chandler}, 6AGC 
A. Davis (l . Thomas), 6AAH 
W. Librizzi (D. Parrish), 6ASA 
H. Crane, 6AWM 
L. Tucker (~J. Norris), 6AI~S 
J. Krivak, WH-585 
B. DeVos, 6AWPA 
S. Burkett, 6AHPS 
Reading File, 6AWPA 
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MAY 0 21988 



UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION VI 



ALLIEO BANK TOWER AT FOUNTAIN PLACE 



1445 ROSS AVENUE 



OALLAS,TEXAS75202 



REPLY TO : 6W-QT 



Mr. Paul Means, Dirctor 
Arkansas Depar tment of Pollution 



Control and Ecology 
8001 National Drive 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72209 



Dear f4r. Means: 



April 26, 1988 



The use attainability J»alysis for Coffee Creek, including Mossy 
Lake, has been reviewed and is approved. The analysis demonstrated that 
primary contact recreation and fishery uses are not attainable in the 
creek . This analysis meets the requirements of 40 CFR 131. 10(g) . This 
approval sat i sfies the requirements of Required Action #5 of our letter 
dated January 28, 1985, approving the 1984 Arkansas Water Quality Standards . 



I appreciate your efforts in this matter . If you have any questions, 
please call me at (214) 655-7100. 



Sincerely, 



/}~l-J/1-t/ ~~t:_ 
Myron 0. Knudson, P.E . 
Director 
Water Management Division (6W) 
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RFOIIIP.f(l ACTIONS 



1. As nart. ot t.,f> nP.xt CPP updat:P, subMit to EPA P.eai on 6, for allprova l , 
methods for fmnlement1ng the Antirl~'Qrilr1ation Pnlfcy. 



?. By thP Pnd of FY P5. suhr.tH tc.1 fPA R~?qion 6. for approval. mPthoos 
for iMplP.mPntina t.!'JP. vr~rfanct> anrl short tt~ rm Activitv Authorization 
St~ctions 4(H) and (I) ot the st«"n<1i!rc1s. In rarticular. hoth FPA 
I!Parlquarters ann thP 11.5. Fish and Wilct11fp s,~rvicP requP.st thdt shnrt 
tt>rm acti~titif>:i and proiPcts hP coor1inat('d through tht> public rf'View 
procPss. Guidi1ncn tor sucl1 nrocP~"htrPr, can hP tount1 in thP Water Ouc'll ity 
Standar~s flanrlhook, pttqe 1-9. 



3. By the PO~ of FY ~5. subr.tit for approval hy EPA Reqion 'i, procedures 
for performing us~ attc'linability studies anrl an analysPS of such rlata in 
rlPtPrmfninq attain~hle uses. 



4. fiy f:hP enrt of FY H5, suhmft to F.PA for approval, m~"thods b.Y which the 
Stat(• intPnrls to rPr,uli!tt~ ~)ofnt anrt nonoo1nt sources of toxic pollutants 
on water qua llt v 1 i m1 tPd SHgmPnts I:> a sed upon narrative and specific u:c;o 
stdndards. 



5. BPfore thP next trif!nnfal r~"vision. comrl,~te tiSP. ilttainahilitv stuc1iPc, 
on the followfnQ strPams anrl lak~s: 



1. swr:.pro Lake (SP'! cor.wnents in F.PA's Jan. 10. 19% 1Ptter) 
?. CoftPe Cree~ (SPe comments in EPA's Jan. ll, lQR~ lettPr) 
1. IJnnaMPrl nttch to Bayou Macon 
~. Rlack Pond Slouqh 
">. Cnnal 19 
ll. KinQ Rayou llit.ch 
7. WhitPmans ~rP~k and LittlP Bay Ditch 
H. Flat Branch Creek 
c1. lick Creek 



10. Godfrey CrPPk 
11. St.nnP nam Creek 
11. Su 1 phu r C rP.<'k 
13. Hi 11 Creek 
14. Ri q Rranch C:rePk 
15. Ratlroarl Hollow Ditch 



PlPaSP orovidP a t~ntativP schedulP by thP Pnrl of FY H~ ~s to when each 
of tt.Pse will hP comnleted and availablP tor EPA approval. Furti"JermorP, 
heforP each liSP attail'lahtlitv sturlv is initiatt->d, suhmft to F.PI\ the 
PXf>erimenta 1 l'ies i qn aflrl/or work p 1 an for our review and arflroval. 



F5. l~v thP ••nd of FV R5 suhmit tactual information suorortinq the view that 
trout did not PXist in Arkansas until thP FedPrdl GovPrnmPnt heqan stocking 
OflPration§ atvi that rtdtllriillY oc:currinq conditione; w~re nnt df'lrl arf' not 
conducive to trout nropaqation. 











RECO..,ME~OF f) JI.CTIOt'S 



1. ConsfrlPr srttin~ a num~rical limit for colnr th~t is cnmp~tihlP w1tlt 
other States on all seqJ'tcnts deSiCJnated dS rublic \oliltr>r stwoli1•s. 



? Plr>~SP revi£~w our pr,..IJious comments on th•~ pH standarc1 concPrnin'l tl'le 
loopholt3 S in th~> lanquaqP. 



·~. Ttw W"t~r RPsourcl's Division, .1\.rl<iinsas flic;trict, II.S.n.s. felt thn ()7-10 
r!Ptinitiun l'iCHJld hu hPtter it it rr>act as frlllows: 



"lh1~ 7-rldy 1n-\'~'>ilr l0\11 flow (07-ln) is th<· discharqP at 111-v~·t~r rPcurr,..ncP 
i nt,.rvnl taken from a trr·quPncv curvP ot annut'll v" 1 ue~ ot the I ow~--st t.lt•an 
cticharge tor 7 consecutive ctays (thr> 7-d3y low flow}. The 7-day low flow 
nt intPrvals ttveraqinq 10 yf'ars in lenqth; or t.lte prohahilitv is 1/10 
th~t thP 7-dav low flow in anv onH yp~r ~ill be less than the 7-day 10-yPar 
low flO\>~ {From: U.S. t;f'oloqical Survev Surface WatHr Branclt Tt>chnical 
11cmnri'lnrtun No. 79.0£1). 



11. The OfficP ot SurfacP r~ininq, 11t>nvf'r has suqqestfl(f that spcciflc stMrlards 
{Cl, S04. TOS} h~ include~ fnr th~ Mlllherry and Petit Jean qivers, as thPSP 
are> hiqh qualitv wat.("rs lncatr~r1 in coal nininq "lrPi'IS. 













April 20, 2000 
Summarized from Arkansas WQS Program files/ JA 



• the confluence of Coffee Creek with the Ouachita River occurs approximately 
two to three miles downstream from the GP Crossett plant 



• except during rainfall periods, Coffee Creek and Mossy Lake consist entirely of 
Georgia Pacific's (GP Crossett) discharge 



• according to the ADPC&E (now AR Dept ofEnv Quality, ADEQ), GP Crossett 
had indicated a willingness to install the degree of treatment necessary to protect 
the water quality standards (WQS) in the Ouachita River (DO of 5 mg/L) 



• Arkansas proposed WQS revisions in early 1973 which included a use 
classification for Coffee Creek of"Ciw" (Class "C" stream consisting of treated 
industrial wastewater); after public comment, the result was a designation of a 
Class "B" stream; this approach by Arkansas was strongly encouraged by EPA 



• March 1977, EPA informed GP Crossett that their discharge point would have to 
be considered as the discharge from their aerated lagoon instead of the mouth of 
Coffee Creek since the creek is a water of the U.S. 



• May 1979, Arkansas proposed a standards change to remove the 2.0 mg/L DO 
requirement for Coffee Creek; public hearing was scheduled for December 17, 1979 



• August 12, 1979, new regulations became effective which specifically defined 
waters ofthe U.S. to include waters such as Coffee Creek 



• November 15, 1979, revisions were proposed for the Arkansas Water Quality 
Standards which removed all beneficial fishery and contact recreation uses and 
exempted Coffee Creek and Mossy Lake from all "General" and "Specific" 
criteria except the following: nuisance, taste and odor, solids, floating materials 
and deposits, toxic substances. 



• August 27, 1984, Public Hearing - Johnny S. Carter of the Georgia-Pacific 
Corporation made a presentation to the Arkansas Commission on Pollution 
Control and Ecology regarding the removal of fishery and contact recreation uses 
from Coffee Creek; stated that the only beneficial uses of Coffee Creek were 
agricultural and industrial supply 



• September 21, 1984 memo from John Giese, ADPC&E - contains a revised 
summary of changes to the Arkansas WQS; in Appendix A on page 21, the 
following statement was added: "Those stream segments listed in Appendix A 
with a * will have a use attainability analysis scheduled within the next three 
years." In the Ouachita River Basin list, Coffee Creek is listed with a star and is 
designated with the following two uses: Industrial Water Supply, Agricultural 
Water Supply. 



• January 28, 1985, letter from EPA, signed by Myron 0. Knudson, approves 
Arkansas' WQS triennial revisions with several required actions, one of which is 
the completion of a use attainability analysis (UAA) on Coffee Creek 



• an economic UAA was completed by Georgia-Pacific in September 1987 and was 
sent to EPA Region 6; an approval letter signed by Myron Knudson was sent to 
ADPC&E on April 26, 1988 



• a site visit is being scheduled soon 










